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A TIME TO REJOICE - GREGORY TAYLOR IS FREE!

By Barbara Brooks while instructing the jurors. He incorrectly County, where you can have hope for a sec-

Like so many others today, Gregory Taylor t ol d t hem #fAi f c¢i r cu mend ahatceé. aMNot everyorkehascae Stanferd e q
was addicted to drugs, homeless and he alsob et ween t he def enda nliad 3Striges student inothreir cornen. oQf &ln c e
suffered from mental illness. they should vote f or theggthdudands of lettefs Hvettert oy lindnatds h e

He met Father Alan McCoy who be- posite of what he s hbeagding fohhelp, egrade onlll dall bnhoalyna 60  t
friended him, made him feel comfortable at students wrote. The two students filed a hafew. The students are now reviewing twenty
St . Josephdés Catholi che@Bsurcohlh.pus Heetoifttiean rabteecases, ebgskdoan dhe lettees| andaas list.
and slept there, sometimes volunteering to At the hearing, Judge Peter Espinoza wagresented by Cooley, as some of the harshest
help around the church. would rule on their habeas corpus petition.  sentences under the law.

In 1997 Gregory was arrested for tryingto Rei ko Rogozen was s cWerae deeplymratefudto $tanferd, to dMi- y
pry open the kitchen door of the church. He | a st mi nute that i t chaa Romarto, whocwithularty IMarshal@d n g
said he was hungry and wanted some food.  happen. founded the Thre&trikes Project. He is also

Taylor had prior convictions of a purse olt was not a cr i mea Lecfurervin law end supervisibguattorneyr u g
snatching which got him all of $10, and a addiction and homelessness. The threefor the ThreeStrikes Project. Professor Mar-
failed strongar m robbery in shei B®&8086ent erGadil ng p shhlliiscdireetsr ofottie MillshLegalICin& ®f6 s
Garcetti was the Los Angeles County District duced inconsistent and disproportionate reStanford Law School and a renowned advo-
Attorney at the time, and was a staunch sup-sul t s, 6 Judge Espi no zae fa afoun.in the U.S. Criminal justice
porter of the threstrikes law. He charged On August 16, 2010, after serving 13 yearsreform.
him with burglary, which is a serious felony. in prison, at the age of 48, Judge Peter In court, Gregory Taylor said the words all

His attorney argued that the crime should Es pi noza amended Gr e theeesyt rTiakyelrosr wsa nste nttoe nscaey ;
be a misdemeanor trespassing offense, be-to eight years, time served. Tears were sime anot her chance. 0
cause Taylor thought that he had the righttol ent |l y streaming down Gregoryods face, but h
take food, but Judge James Dunn refused tofamily could not contain their joy, and burst Information for this article was researched
let the attorney present that argument in into applause. Reiko felt like crying too. through articles listed below:
court. Steve Cool ey did nocLA. Drpep, 60816/16T anystrilerabcenter e -

Father McCoy testified at the sentencingon | e a s e, and said it ioflssentencingsdebate & releasad gromaprisenr d u
Gregoryods behal f, t ebledausen the offertse wascaominortone.t Miay L. A. judge. 0
iGregory was a p e ac eCoaey hasrstated morh thaneohce that if theé.A. Times, 08/19/201Bditorial-A Th+ e e
addicted to crack cocaine, but a good man three strikes law is abused we will loseitst ri kes | aw: a big erro
wh o may have mad e mBut e dddieves .that if all 5B aountyemosecu-Associated Press, 08/16/00:41 PM EDT,

Mc Coy pleaded that fi @ors would appls thenlawepropodionallpand dJ udge frees thi ef sent
not be just or me r c itdkes intp accolnuthe naturevod the bffenisee 8 8 M. 0
Judge Dunn sentenced himto 25yearstolife.and t he defendant 6s Phe e&eonamists 0729/ Mandbht o e g o re

In the year 2000, Steve Cooley, atoughonwe woul dnot have to twarcriyngabouiCalkhfhogningo
crime Republican campaigned for Los Ange- the law. That would seem almost impossible, Guardian.co.uk, 08/17/1@2:40PM,
les County District Attorney. He often gave to get 58 prosecutors to agree on that. AHomel ess man freed fr¢
Gregory Tayl ords case Rghtnowarrexceptia KgmbleHamid, Diss hemea ki ng i nto church fo
way the law was being used against non trict Attorney for San Francisco County, INEntertainment, (Associated Press)
violent offenders. In 2000, Mr. Cooley drew Steve Cooley stands alone. But he nevef8/17/160 2 : 2 4 P M, ALA Judge
up new policies concerning the thisteikes seems to be concerned about his next eledA/ho got 25 yrs

law, and generally would not file a third tion, what will happen at the polls, as soN.Y. Times, 08/16/800 8 : 1 3 P M, fi Ju
strike if the offense was not serious or vio- many politicians are. He goes on doing whafrees hungry thief sentenced in-sBikes
lent. he thinks is right. caseo

In January of this year, two Stanford law  Not everyone has a prosecutor like Steve
studentsGabriel Martinez and Reiko Cooley, who in spite of his political party, the
Rogozen began | ooki n dackiomstupport Fanyhisownddeputiesa and Want to know how you can get
They got lucky and found a couple of loop straightout aggressive opposition from somg 3 copy of the SJRA Advocate?
holes. For one thing, there was mitigating of them, or the support of other county dis
circumstances in his childhood, that of abuse trict attorneys, Steve Cooley appears to be
and neglect, which his attorney never brought standup kind of guy. SEE PAGE 14
up in court. Then too, they found new evi- Not everyone has loop holes in their cases, 4
dence that the trial judge had made a mistake Taylor did. Not everyone is from L.A.
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Barbara Brooks, Sentencing an
Dear Loved Ones,

I hope this finds all of you safe from all
harm, living in peace, in spite of all your chal-
lenges you face each day.

You can see by the postmark on the enve
lope that this issue (August) barely made it.

Somehow, | have not
the mont hodé that | wo u
you.

There are so many things happening in
every area, some |
newsletter.

Even though we can definitely celebrate

the release of Gregory Taylor, that Stanford Lawgtn Circuit. If a ruling is made in Sept., the info

was able to obtain, | was disappointed this
month not to have a whole lot of material en 3
Strikes, | can only work with what | have. So, i
you like to write articles on-$trikes, as Bruce
Swenson has done a number of times, you ne
to submit something.

The FAST4Freedom we families held on
August 6 was a succes
never coordinated before, and we know we wil
do much better he next time, now that we have
better idea of what to do and what not to do.
Although it was not required for family mem-
bers to join us at th
have been nice if more had come. It seems th
most of the ones who show up are usually the
activists. We still
together to see how many participated, but we
are working on that. Also, we are trying to get
our pictures together, so maybe next month,
wedl | have some of th

| want to try and clear up something abou
the monthly issues. Those of you who have
been receiving them for a long time can tell by

the postmarked date when they are mailed out|

Invariably it is always at the end of the month,
such as the 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st. A col
ple of issues did not go out until the following
month because of various reasons.

So, knowing this, it stands to reason it will
take probably 2 days from the postmarked dat
to get to a CA prison, and maybe up to 3 days
more for ouwtof-state. From the time it reaches
the prison, according to Title 15, it is supposed
to be in your hands within 7 days. If you have
not received your newsletter within that length
of time, you have the option of checking with
the mailroom and filing a 602. If by the 15th of]
the month you have not received the newslettg
you can write and let me know, so | can check
out any problems on this end.

So, for those of you who have not caught
on to this yet, please do not be writing me at th
end of August or the first couple of days of
September, asking,
sue?o0

Another thing, since it goes out at the end
of the month, and you get it the following
month, (ex: August issue you will get in early
Sept), this does not mean that the issue is the
Sept issue. It is still the August issue.

| also have a few problems with prisoners
moving either to a new cell or transferring. Th
prison is supposed to update your new addres
and get the mail to you. | am not supposed to

i W

¢ a Ry by pdyihgaentiorPt®tié sthaf stulf that

d Justice Reform Advocacy -ltéds My Business, ahd it oAgutQUR Busi

moved. You need to let me know when you will be in the Sept. issue. The same applies to
mo v e . Tel | me i n yourSBB,twhiehwquld allow jweniies veho wieN E W
ADDRESSS6 on the envel ogvenlLWQmakkance foreaueviewraket aboutnlO
address. Also, on page 14, there is a form you years. FY], it failed to pass, but is being reconsid-
can use for either a Subscription or Address ered, and will be voted on again by Tuesday,
Change. Now, | try always to check your return Aug. 31st.

- address against what is in the Data Base. Do |

miss doing that sometimes? YES! | regret | | apologize if | sound like a nagging mother,

a thdvé to $éhd do thuch time talkirty Aot thdse bufl fust needed to clear some of this up in order

hdilhile & @iaglk. thiBggts ¢rimy okto bemoreeficient, and sopve oad  t i |
and a stamp to resolve these issues withyou. cut out some of the unnec

You can help cut down on the amount of mail |  God blehss all of you . . .be good...
in the
can become a huge mountain.

You will also notice that Prop 9 is in the

- STRIKERS AND LIFERS CIVIL RICO LAWSUIT UPDATE

By Kenneth G. Keel

Lifers, including Strikers, seeking parole dates

were prospective class action members, too.

s . In 12Q08, iascivis RIGLE lawsiitn Keel we RREPARABLE DAMAGE CAUSED BY
Schwarzenegger, et al., was filed in the U.S.U.S. ATTORNEYS

aDistrict Court, Central District of California, On April 22, 2010,
Case No. CV 0§591. This unprecedented case Report and Recommendation (Doc. No. 315) to
was researched and prepared by this authordismiss the entire RICO case was filed. The

ed
August 12, 2010

a

e FrdmeFghiruary 200%thréugh Joly 2010¢ reoge,c oiutr t wanolt ce d : fithe crimin
at than 200 Strikers and Lifers submitted motions option backdating and narcotics distribution
to intervene (join) this case and certify a classagainst Defendant Nicholas were dismissed on
acton. ehe Wlitowing égnformatibnl is adinal case Prelcermp er 15, 2010 and Ja
update. Subsequently, my investigation has

validated an insurmountable obstacle. That is,
WHAT IS THE CASE ABOUT? on July 18, 2010, a L.A. Times Business article
at The Figsh émended Complaint alleges noted that District Court Judge Carney ruled that
claims under the Racketeer Influenced anda | | three key witnesses
Corrupt Organi zati ons baanthopélésstyl ta&rted Yoy preBdure frét tBeO
status, 18 U.S.C. 88 1961 et seq., provides civilU . S. Attorneyos Oof fice
remedies for certain types of illegal activities. testimony there was no hope of a fair tiia@nd
Specifically, it is unlawful for any person to use since they were also key to the Nicholas drug
or invest, directly or indirectly, any income case and SEC proceeding against the company,
derived from a pattern of racketeering activities he was throwing those cases out too. . . .Due to
for the establishment or operation of a publict he prosecutords behavio
policy enterprise (i.e., No on Prop. 66 and Yeswer e deprived of their f
on Prop. 9 campaigns). The L. A. Ti mes report
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, prosecutors could have asked a higher court to
billionaire Henry T. Nicholas Ill, Pete Wilson, reinstate the charges. Instead, they dropped their
Todd Spitzer, etc. are named as defendants. Thappeal, announcing the decision on the Friday of
legal basis for the case was two widely Memorial Day Weekend, as though hoping no
publicized federal indictments and a SEC one would notice they were slinking away. The
Complaint, which alleged that Broadcom outcome was a terrific victory for Nicholas and

Cor por aoundar Blery €. dNicholas Il ot her defendant s. . 0
rrand ot hers conspired to conduct Broadcomds
affairs through a pattern of racketeering WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF
activities. THE U.S. ATTORNEYS6 MI SC

The RICO complaint alleged that Nicholas Without credible witnesses, the RICO case
used part of his racketeering funds (approx. $3.5is not winnable. Based on the information
million) to form and operate public policy discussed above, | have submitted a
Vhenterpriseis s thathydeokived uand inflgencedid STI PULATI ON TO MAGI STRA
Californiabs voters. AMENDREKR mM@RIEP,ORtTheANIDhr e e
Strikes and Child Pr otREGOMMMENIATIOGN,200 OMhi(dlPr o
660) was dramatically te®RiCOawsetd t o our detri men
The RICO complaint also alleged that Nicholas Finally, 6THANK YOU! o
authored Marsyods Law (partRipateg and Sapported ahisdlitigdtiomn da e d
tainted funds ($4.8 million) to get Prop. 9 obtain a free copy of the aboveferenced L.A.
enacted in 2008. Notably, Prop. 9 prevents earlyTimes report and/or information about my new
prisoner releases and increases the maximunfegal strategy for nowiolent Third Strikers,
period of a parole denial to 15 years. Affected send your letter and a S.A.S.E. to: Kenneth G.
parties include nowiolent strikers who were Keel D-12127 / P.O. Box 715071 / Represa, CA

e

h
5

have to send you another newsletter because

yoentitled to less severe sentences under Prop. 6856715071.
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From sentencing to postrelease practices, our criminaljustice system is 'broken,’ says legal scholar
Jonathan Simon

made it sound like the city of Oakland hasfound that you weren't there, they would track you

P By Cathy Cockrell gotten more and more dangerous every year, artbwn and find out what you were up to. But
(NewsCenter 5?1010) UC Berkeley "here is just another example." In fact, we'vebecause you had a job, the parole authorities
NewsCenter | had some highly visible armed robberies ofwouldn't have to provide all the control over you;
06 May 2009 restaurants recently. But we have fewerthey just had to make sure you weren't evading the
(Part 1 of 2 Parts) homicides in Oakland now than we did in thecontrols that were part of your daily life.
Jonathan Simon publishes the blGgverning '90s. And the first quarter of the year was less This system has worked with varying success
Through Crime. He invites readers of this violent than last year, until this incident. over the years, depending on the state of the
Q&A to join the conversation there by Mixon was a resident of Oakland; | don'teconomy. It didn't work at all well during the
submitting comments and questions. mean to downplay that. But his personalDepression, when very few prisoners could rely on

See Q&A part 2 Why do we tolerate a massive transformation into an engine of death for fourthere being a job waiting for them when they got
prison system that produces 70% recidivismpolice officers is not very representative of theout.

rates? kinds of things that give Oakland a highime Increasingly the people in our prisons are
BERKELEY & California's criminal justice problem. It was very, very aberrational behaviorbasicallyoutsidethe labor market, whether or not
system was thrust into the national spotlightthat thankfully seems to happen only once evershey're locked up. So when they return to the
recently after the shooting deaths of four4Q years. community from prison, they aren't going back to
Oakland police officers by a recently released). You've written extensively about the jobs. Most are unemployed and many are
state prisoner. In this twpart Q&A, the criminal justice system and in particular homeless; some don't even have families to go
NewsCenter speaks with UC Berkeley Lawabout parole, which California uses to back to. In that kind of situation, trying to manage
Professor Jonathan Simon about a system hgonitor ex-offenders in the community after people by periodically checking up on them
has studied since the 1980s. The associate deaheir release from prison. How did you doesn't make any sense. It reatign't work &

of the campus's Jurisprudence and Social Policyriginally get interested in parole? which you'll see if you look at the category of
program, Simon is the author of two boaks Largely by accident. As a graduate studenparolees who are simply of unknown whereabouts.
Poor Disciplineand Jonathan Simon Governing here at Berkeley'law school in the 1980s, | was These parolees are described as PAL, for "parolee
Through Crimed each of which received a hunting around for a dissertation topic and wast large," in official California statistics.
distinguished book award from the Americanvery interested in risk, dangerousness, and Statewide, 14.6 percent of all parolees were
Sociological Associatian assessments of risk. (The French sociologisPAL in 2005; in large cities like Oakland and Los

Four policemen and an exprisoner died  Michel Foucault, a visiting scholar here in 1983 ,Angeles it's probably closer to 25 percent. This
recently in a bloody shooting in Oakland. had advised me to pursue those themes. And mspunds alarming, although authorities have little
What does this incident tell us about our Berkeley mentor, the late Sheldon Messinger basis for knowing the status of these people. Is the
criminal -justice system? a leading scholar from the golden age of prisomparoleeatlarge wandering around homeless and

We're talking about the murder in March of sociology in the 196095 suggested that | he has forgotten to come in for an appointment, or
four Oakland police officers by a man namedconsider looking at parole, since to some exterto take his medications if he or she is on
Lovelle Mixon, who everyone now knows was it's about assessing risk.) psychiatric treatment? Or, as with Lovelle Mixon,
on parole at the time that he was stopped. This But one of the things | soon realized, to myhas the person gone back to doing some very
tragedy has led to a huge amount of publidiscouragement, was that California's paroleserious crimes and is he evading detection? We're
discussion about parole. For those of us whauthorities weren't very interested in risk in anyfooling ourselves if we think that this centeoid
believe that parole is broken, it's not a bad thingery sophisticated senge not the way people method of surveilling people in the community,
that parole is getting a lot of attention. On theinterested in medical risks, or even engineeringhrough periodic contacts, can work with a
other hand, | fear that having every mediarisks (like nuclear power development orpopulation as isolated and marginalized as the one
account begin by saying "Parolee Lovelleaccident prevention) would be. In fact, theupon which we now focus our penal attention.
Mixon" will prompt a drive to be tougher with authorities were making very crude judgmentsD. Is this primarily what you're referring to
all paroleesd and will raise people's fear of about risk, resulting in lots of people going backwhen you write in your blog that parole is
crime generally. to prison, regardless of their behavior or'broken'?

Right now, as Attorney General Jerry Brownbackground. A. A lot of people think parole is broken. But
and others have pointed out, approximately In my dissertation and the book based on itvhat exactly is wrong with it, and how it could be
5,000 to 6,000 men and women a year, mostlyPoor Discipline: Parole and the Social fixed & there the consensus breaks down
men, are coming out of state prisons into the citControl of the Underclass, 1890990, | ended enormously. | would say that the system is broken
of Oakland as parolees. This statistic creates thgp telling the story of a system that has lost itbecause it isn't really designed to work. California
image of thousands of potential cop murdererability to make precise risk distinctions, becauseeleases 95 percent or more of its offenders from
surrounding the rest of us. But we need tdt was, and is, so much in the thrall of beingprison after they've served a "determinate
remember that the vast majority of people or'tough on crime." And also because chronicsentence." That is, there's no discretionary decision
parole 8 as is true of the vast majority of unemployment and homelessness had left mary by a parole board or other administrative
people in prisond are not violent criminals, ex-prisoners to lives of instability and danger. authority 8 over when someone is "ready" to
and that serious criminals don't typically commit). How has parole as an institution changed come out on parole. We used to have that, but in

acts of mass or multiple killing. since its inception? 1976 we changed the law.
The murder of those four Oakland police A. At the end of 19th century, parole was mostly
officers by Lovelle Mixon isnot a revealing tied up with the idea of getting people work, and 000000006060 -

story about parole. Even if we had a muchof using the labor market's natural disciplinaryln the September issue we will continue withA

much better parole system, it probably wouldn'iquality to keep people under control. So if youpr i mer on how parole workKk

stop someone as personally aberrant as Lovellsr |, say, were on parole, our parole agents

Mixon from doing what he did. would know that we had jobs and that we were
Nor is this tragedy an example of Oakland'ssupposed to be at a certain place at a certain

"moral degeneracy." Lots of commentators haveime. They could show up at your job; if they


mailto:ccockrell@berkeley.edu
http://governingthroughcrime.blogspot.com/
http://governingthroughcrime.blogspot.com/
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2009/05/07_crime2.shtml
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=29900
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/presssite/metadata.epl?mode=synopsis&bookkey=29900
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Ninth Circuit to Rule on California's Prop 9

(That's Not a Typo) PRISON LAW BLOG

With all the press that California’'s Prop 8 has August 17, 11:57am
been getting as it journeys through the federal

courts, I've been remiss in failing to note on thisconfidently direct readers who want to kno
blog that Prop 9 is also being challenged. Passeadore, over taCalifornia Corrections Crisiwhich
in 2008 (in the same election as Prop 8), Prop fas been following the case and summarized
or Marsy's Law was marketed as théctims'  week's oral argumentt the Ninth Circuit. Stay
Rights and Protection A¢tand made a number tuned and I'll be sure to keep you posted wh

of changes to parole hearing procedures in Calihe Ninth Circuit panel issues its ruling. The

fornia. Among its major effects was to lengthendocket info isGilman v. SchwarzeneggeNo. 10
the time before indeterminately sentenced of-15471.

fenders are eligible for a parole eligibility hear-
ing.* Opponents of Prop 9 noted that California,
already grants parole in an exceedingly low -
number of murder/manslaughter cases (<1%)curtall due process to parolees already out (w

and that many of the rights purportedly grantedglven California_sentencing law and policy, &

o victims by Prop 9, such as expanded rights tgsually determinately sentenced offenders),
' Cluding imposing new limits on the right to af

be heard at parole eligibility hearings, already ointed counsel at parole revocation hearin
existed either at the county level or pursuant t el at p ;
owever, California was quickly stayed fror

the Victims' Bill of Rights of 1982 (otherwise . . s
- implementing these provisions because th
known asthe first Prop ® ; : - o
fappear to violate a previous injunction issued

Nevertheless, the proposition passed wit . ; o .
about 54% of voters in favor, and is now beingan earlier lawsuityaldivia v. Davis CDCR ap
ealed the stay and | believe the most rec

challenged in the federal courts under the E)Pctivity was the Ninth Circuit's March 2010 ru

. . al
Post Facto Clause. The Prison Law Office haing remanding the litigation back to the distri

summarized the law's implications and possibl court "to reconcile the Injunction and Propositig

objections to the law in a handy mem@DF W
link). Although | have not had time to digest aII9 (opinion PDF), but perhaps readers are aw
of more recent developments.

the information about this case myself, | can

CALIFORNIA CORRECTIONAL CRISIS

Oral Arguments Re: Prop 9 in 9th Circuit

We are faculty members and students at UC Hastings College of the Law. We look
forward to hearing from you. aviramh@uchastings.edu

Prop 9 also includes provisions that wou

Yesterday morningAugust 12, 2010the  provisions. After all, a given inmate might re-
Ninth Circuit heard oral arguments in Gilman v.ceive an expedited hearing and be releas

Schwarzenegger. As some of our readers mafaster than he or she would under the old law.

recall, petitioners challenged the changes mad&he attorney, however, left open the possibilit
in Prop 9 to the parole hearings, and in particuthat statistical evidence to the contrary might b
lar the deferrals in holding parole hearings. Theprovided in the years to come. Another probler
District Court, after finding out some statistical the judges had was related to the fact that
information about the timing of hearings beforeother cases in which such "safety valves" le

and after Prop 9, ruled on behalf of the plainthe law intact, the default was serving the minit

tiffs. The Governor appealed, and the Ninthmum sentence, whereas after Prop 9 the defa
Circuit will regard the arguments as pertainingis serving the maximum, unless the expedite
not only to the specific prospective parolees, buteview is provided.
to the entire class of parolees as well. The representative for the original plain-

The main premises of the Prop 9 changetsiffs did not think that the "safety valve" rules

to parole hearings are outlined in this excellenbut the possibility to argue that, as a class, in-

memo from the Prison Law Office. As the mates are worse off after Prop 9. First, the e
memo explains, Prop 9, marketed as a victinpostfacto review the court has to pursue i
rights proposition, actually made substantialirrespective of any "safety valves", as othe)
changes to the way parole hearings are corcases prove. And second, the terms are ve
ducted. The topic of yesterday's arguments wagroblematic. Expedited review is an option only
the provision lengthening the time before anif there are new circumstances or a significa
inmate is eligible for a parole hearing. change, and it is a complicated request to mak
In the arguments yesterday, the Judgepaperworkwise and timewise. An interesting
asked whether it made a difference that the newuestion was whether expedited revieshsuld
law has a "safety valve", that is, a provision thabnly be available if circumstances change, give
allows for an expedited hearing at the paroleghe fact that different panels might rule differ
board's discretion. The governor's representativently on the fate of a given inmate.
replied in the affirmative. According to the state,
the existence of the safety valve rules out any  We will follow the litigation and report on
sort of statistical confidence that a given inmatehe results. Stay tuned!

Business,
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Gov. Schwarzeneger
Announces Results of
Largest Parole Sweep

" 08/26/2010 GAAS:545:10

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

77 Parolees Arrested, 21 Weapons Confiscated
en Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today
joined officials from the California Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) and a
task force of federal and regional law enforce-
ment agencies to announce the results of Opera-

d tion Disarm. The operation is the largest parole
ho-sweep in the history of Los Angeles, targeting

€ about 300 high profile parolees for illegal activ-

N-ity in both the city and the county.

AiWhen | became Governor
O0Ssafety would be my numbe
N Governor Schwarzenegger.
€Ymunities safe, we have reformed our parole

IN system, hired more parole agents and focused

our efforts on the most dangerous offenders.
BMfTodayo6s action is proof
" working because wedre ge
Bt viduals and weapons off our streets. And, with
Ntodayoés operation, we
Ar€guys that we are watching them and we will take
action to keep Californi

Nearly 1,000 officers from 17 federal, state
and | ocal agencies wor ke
surprise sweep early this morning. Preliminary
results from Operation Disarm indicate that 77
parolees were arrested, 21 weapons, over 150
rounds of ammunition and drugs, including
marijuana and cocaine, and drug paraphernalia
were confiscated, as well as 11 children were
taken into protective custody. The goal of the
operation was to focus on parolees with felony
convictions for weapons possessions and parol-
ees with gang affiliations, and return any viola-
tors back to custody.

AThis operation sends
ties throughout our state that we are dedicated to
public safety and focused on those most likely to
commit serious or viol
Adult Parole Operations Director Robert Am-
ult broselli.

d Organized by the parole division within
CDCR, Operation Disarm was a mtdijency
effort that included 40 teams made up of agents
and officers from the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, Los Angeles
Police Department, Los Angeles Sheriff Depart-
ment, Los Angeles County Probation, Los An-
geles County Department of Children and Fam-
ily Services Los Angel «
Office, Bell Gardens Police Department, Whit-

tier Police Department, Inglewood Police De-
partment, Pasadena Police Department, Haw-
thorne Police Department, Downey Police De-
partment, EI Monte Police Department, Hunt-
ington Park Police Department, Glendale Police
Department and U.S. Marshals Service.

Operation Disarm is one of many operations
and actions recently conducted by CDCR and
special task forces to improve public safety and
eliminate dangers posed by serious and violent
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would be necessarily worse off by the Prop 9

parolees and gang (Contod Page


http://californiacorrectionscrisis.blogspot.com/
http://californiacorrectionscrisis.blogspot.com/2010/08/oral-arguments-re-prop-9-in-9th-circuit.html
http://californiacorrectionscrisis.blogspot.com/2010/08/oral-arguments-re-prop-9-in-9th-circuit.html
http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/media/view_subpage.php?pk_id=0000006011
http://www.prisonlaw.com/cases.php#parolee
http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/California_Proposition_9_%282008%29
http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/California_Proposition_9_%282008%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Proposition_8_%281982%29
http://www.prisonlaw.com/pdfs/Proposition9,Nov09.pdf
http://www.prisonlaw.com/pdfs/Proposition9,Nov09.pdf
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=1288499405320979098&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=1288499405320979098&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=17597637729214598430&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=17597637729214598430&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://www.prisonlaw.com/pdfs/Proposition9,Nov09.pdf
http://www.prisonlaw.com/pdfs/Proposition9,Nov09.pdf
http://www.uchastings.edu/
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The Malevolent Content:
CDC 128-A

128-A chrono. The abuse of this officia

be straightforward, prerequisite to the more serious CXC5 RVR

Rules governing the California DepartmentPased on the content of a CH@8A and stay

of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) arelocked up years past their prescribed releas

adequate and most and can be the deciding factor in some life

important, fair and honest. Unfortunately, thisisP F i soner 6s parole hear!
not always the case. lose a parole date or be given a lengthy denial

Boston Woodard is a prisoner/journalist
serving his sentence in Susanville State
Prison. Boston has written for The San
Quentin News, The Soledad Star and edited
The Communicator, and the Community
Alliance Newspaper.

By Boston Woodard i s placed in a prisen Ourghankstq,Gpmmugity Alliancg Newspaper, ¢ p ¢

| located in Fresno, for allowing us to rerint

You would think methods document is widespread. Repercussions caused!" - Woodardds article.
for disciplining a prisoner from a CDG128A pl aced i n a regnganiiee file

iolati can range from unfortunate to bad. It is a
for violating a rule would 9 All of Mr. Woodardés art

their website.
ng déééé?éﬁé Lifers <co
levolent

1: having, showing, or arising from intense
é)ften vicious ill will, spite, or hatred

codified in the California Code of Regulations date, if the parole commissioners decide to use? Productive of harm or evil

(CCR) and the CDCR Departmental Operationdh® CDG128 chrono against the lifer. The

Manual (DOM). Many of the rules are acuterOfte” do. . Some of these lifers have been :
vague and ambiguous, leaving the door open fdfatastrophically affected by the presence off a| Power always sincerely,
misuse and/or misinterpretation by prison staff. CDC-128A in their file. Some of these men and conscientious!

CCR Section 3312, f D¥EED SpeNd; many, yparsy gecages.qiemplgg S
delineates the following steps for citing ag]r:Oalljt?ehm%\t/?ur)ycrr]\gazeqijheeuifﬂvg]sffrgrn:h(;f t:gftrenr :‘0 de trés bon foi,
z;st\)/r;?tr);/\llhccz)lr?n?én:gemv;?llaggdu:;éjlfd remind epecpme productive,. contributir)g members of believes itself r!ght- ]
prisoner of rules or policy, usually for minor SOCiety one day. All it takes at times to dash the | Power always thinks it
misconduct o o ctaor 10 e ™ has a great soul and vast ?
#2. A ficustodi al ¢ o u ndisguntied,pgisgn staffer, to gapcect a falsely _g
(chronological documentation) or CBI28A Br?ftgdc %Dei 1'[28Ai Cr(])unsaelln% rChirOQOO ?\”g ) views, beyond the
g?téfs?/(é(rjt))eltfl S::rgﬂﬁ;glznrgfn?hrglsé%g;i r?g """ The unfortunate difference between a GDC comprehension
placed in tieélpoi et W e fsyppogedly) more serious GDE of the weak.
where it will remain always. 1:}5 is that with a CD . 15 a prisoner can call
#3.When a prisoneros mivnessssqta @t hearing, pubmit; exculgalory ¢ President John Adams
be a violation of law or is not minor in nature, it €vidence and ask for an investigation into the T
is reported on a form CDT 15 ; i releged accusations and claims by the reporting
Violation Reportd (RVRYPloyee. The prisoner can opt to utilize the Thomas Jefferson

If this protocol disciplinary step process or 1 nmat e Appealso syste (1816 -02-02) prroup
progressive (bad or disruptive) behavior metho® ¥y St em. Candt win for pri
was applied as intended, it could possibly helfficials want it.

stay bad behavior. Prisoners all over California SOmMe prison staff will dubiously seize th
know the disciplinary step system has been anfPPOrtunity to generate a CDI28A after

prison walls next t oOr gomrgents, The presence gf sthis Spyinio

=Y

is still one of the most abused processes behifg©€ C 0mi ng di sconcerted Whaf's up uﬁﬂf FACTSI ions
BSa'l’ s
ed

system (see fAppeal idgymentatorsina qenfypl flg can be pdgresy

Community Alliance, July 2008). at "all future classification hearings that

Verbal counseling is often not used towarnd €t €r mi ne the status
a prisoner of possible forthcoming disciplinary Program and assignment situation. Some m
action. The more serious CBI15 is sometimes @nd women (prisoners) have been told that d
issued on a whim, clogging up an alread)l(? a CDCG128A _c_hrono in their files they are|
overburdened, expensive disciplinary system. disallowed specific access to programs and

There are prison sty years aier the FRO8A wap Witgn,
staffo (plain cl ot hed lhisgnetodof pupighpentissanebabilitaiive i
workers, cooks, custodians) who use the stept ItS Worst. ) )
process reasonably as described in the rules. 'ne€ CDG128A counseling chrono is a too
Some prison staff know how to communicateysed more often than not_as a vindictive meth
with prisoners in a nopondescending manner, ©f retaliation by some prison staff, who do §
which almost always concludes with aWith impunity. Many prison staff lack the
satisfactory outcome. Other prison stafffecessary c_ommunlcatlo_n skills to appr_opna_te
throughout the prison system deliberatelya”_d professionally work in close proximity with
disregard the disciplinary step system, and theprisoners. When they feel threatened by th

do it with malevolent content. The misuse of theo®Wn inability to handle certain encounters W /o oue o0 o Among gther idegs

step system is wantonly damaging. Rather thah € 9@r ding a prisoner
initiate the verbal warning to a prisoner for aCDC-128A is used. This is not only harmfu
minor infraction, a more damaging CEI28-A but als_o a gross misuse and abuse of power
or CDG115 is issued. authority.

The most abused and harmful

By Geri Silva, Executive Director

o T of Juf 31s® BALTS hmbelsOctme’ M9

ue from the Corcoran/ Bakersfield area to San
Diego and all parts in between to begin the 2

or year long process of mapping out the road in

e e front of us. As you know, our goal is 2012.

n t Gunrelenis educating, organizing and engag-
ing the public in the fight of the second dec-

od ade.

o Chapters shared their achievements, they
were taken thru a timeline between now and

ly 2012 and given a clear sense of opportunities

~ for work. Chapters brainstormed to deter-

P"  mine what they could accomplish within the

> S giScussed was 10 begin pIannir%g Tor the 17"

and cursed anniversary of the passage of three

strikes.

documentation (and many prisoners agree) that


http://www.fresnoalliance.com
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/1816
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/February_2

Page 6

Barbara Bro i
oks, Sentencing and Justice Reform Advoc:
acy

To who this my concern,
As you can se€ no changes here in théntt of HDSP.
Just a new CDCR Memorandum. But wait & min? T
are retracting what was said, to clarify more carefully hat
w wonot be getting, h
approvedlal\owable to SHU inmates.

As SHU inmates, we should have what is allowable
in thesHU program Being given a SHU by HDSP ang
not being able be housed in theSAU facility is not

-1t o
6s My Business

alnd

i t 6AIQUM QUR Busi

i

our problem. oo
Appliances are currently no give here in@nit tCOuntless in
pecauseé fThe ministratiot;qmetoplck
it retofting the U i L 5 WLEr di N g the Chief i
As a electrician, | myself know that all these build- Proank Ramirey L
ing are wired, with their appropriate electrical wire ang Box 34 8786 '
TV cables. S ﬁcramento’ CA’
8007005050 09780
NOTE-What is known is that the Coax TV cables have |l A
peen cut; the wire is already there, but it AT BY ar?;m’ now is the ¢
was paminetretEr decision. WO K1Y when but{ Howma”y of HDSgTe, the investig,
was done. ever, Mr inest ar, ation js
. . . W 1 . eu und
Please send an inspector, he will tell the InS & outs of hoWhanhereim" €Z needs ,nnder the mlCrosir wa
e8> this oeffs e id ,nd when, so tf?auttvind '”formatt%ne
or it wi ot s e can &
ou ill n i get
a (til?f these foOlsoé 90 away. Le?ut ° f S}Ome o
Re tsuch an act 0 that the next S make an ex, .
e Yy jerS/L Spects, D HOW'” Suppress h.C/O who even ;f_nple they b
Pper s thought inks
K e | ' S.
\
< S
s M Moretette
iss ,
Dear\ want to €0 mend YO on yo Work to p\\)ttttcér .
ether such wellvritten and inf ative News et " 8 A
In the July issue ther articles that rea\\y h‘t‘ o
with me the first peing oN the er of DWIY M o
i tyo 1 s, W ho |
S0 g e Wwa S he O
and another ar t1 ¢ s e :
o Al y s val o \
2007 while & \SP for ossessing v;mtte r{_\:tenr‘\( ot
i te
olitical © nt said 10 gang reld [
o it f those artic s. | spe t the f\_rst 12 y
for P within priso e
ears of thi rison term tryin awak! N P - |
rs a spirit of unity be use | bel \/?‘p \cti \N?\: otn?N 2\\\5
way to pring & tr \c;\angr;ei bet\nh e A e e
e past
fgégr\\ '\r? a al state of lost an hope\essngss kéecéat se |
feel that all of my previous o_r\§ :‘oor n tth:t%l O\L;r
ot seein any anges, bpt itis Y
rr‘\e\Ns\ettegr will arouse within prison sa tate of con .
sciousnes dvocacy & has with me Ongra atlons
Respectfu\\y‘ ﬁ@ ﬁhe staﬁ
Tony i
and Students

Discontent is [
the first i
) : step in progre
ans rI;n;ws what is in him till hg tr?esé
ny would never try if they ’
were not forced to.

Basil Maturin

of Stanforcd-Mills Law Clinic

on the recent r
n th eleas
3-Striker Gregory Taglglf'.
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A group of liberated lifers and loved ones of lifers hoping to make
a difference in the lives of so many that remain behind prison walls.

We are planning an address before the Governor of this state and
we want him to answer the question that is on a lot of our minds,

"Why are you reversing so many of the Parole board’s suitability findings?""
We are looking for a remedy and want him to know it is not okay.

OUR EVENT

September 16" at 12:00 noon
in front of the Governor’s downtown LA office
300 So. Spring Street

OUR GOALS

Lifers to be found suitable for the board when all reasonable criteria have been met.
Challenge the governor’s reversals once suitability has been found by the BPH.

Fight for the day when prevention & rehabilitation are well funded
and prison becomes an institution of the past

If you are among those whose suitability has been reversed, we'd love to represent you that
day. We need your full name, the number of times you have been found suitable by the Board,
and the number of times the Gov. has reversed their decision.

We need an original picture of you as well. (We'll copy it and send it back).

ASAP (as soon as possible)

Send info to:
Lifers to Be Free
3982 S. Figueroa Street, #210
Los Angeles, CA 90037
213.746.4343

Barbara Brooks, Sentencing and Justice Reform Advocacy

-ltés My Business, alnd it o6Bagef/fOUR B

STATE SUPREME COURT
RULES ON JUVENILE STRIKES

www.SFGATE.com

STATE SUPREME COURT

July 03, 2009|By Bob Egelko, San Francisco Chronicle

Staff Writer

A judge can sentence an adult felon to life in prison
under California's "three strikes" law because of past
convictions in juvenile court, where there are no jury
trials, the state Supreme Court ruled Thursday.

The 61 ruling in a San Jose case overturned a lewer
court decision that would have excluded juvenile con-
victions as strikes because the findings of guilt are
made by a judge rather than a jury. Numerous prison-
ers serving terms under the nation's toughest sentenc-
ing law for repeat offenders could have been affected
had the Supreme Court upheld the loweurt ruling.

'What does love mean?'

you want to 0
start with a i

Nikka - age 6

CALIFORNIA LIFER
NEWSLETTER

CLN: A comprehensive newsletter
mailed every 8 weeks. State and federal
cases, parole board news, statistics, legislati
and articles on prison, parole and correctioni
issues of interest to inmates and their familig

CLN also provides services such as

copying and forwarding federal and state cas

articles and news and materials available on
Internet.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Prisoners: $18 (or 60
stamps) per year (6 issues minimum). Free
persons: $25.

CLN, P.O. Box 687V, Walnut, CA 91788

Voices of Hope
(Lifer’s Families and Friends)

T~

T~

Meetings
CALL FOR DATES AND TIMES

P

=

Location:
10950 S. Central Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90059

—

Contacts:
Flozelle Woodmore
(424) 214-9304
Or
(323) 563-3575
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Where there is LWOP, there is N

If life without the possibility of

parole (LWOP) abolishes capital
punishment-it is a major step in

the right direction. Stanley Tookie
Williams would be alive today

mentoring to the youth. Cameron
Todd Willingham of Texas would
be alive and exonerated. Todd was
executed in 2004 for an arson
which killed his three children in
1991. We now know through

forensic science that the fire was
not arson-Texas executed an
innocent man. Nothing could be
more of a nightmare and a
miscarriage ofjustice than for the

American people-through its
government-to executean innocent
person.
There are innocent people
languishing in California's golden
gulag.

"The state of California may be
about to execute an innocent man,"
wrote Judge William A. Fletcher of
the United States Court of Appeals

for the Ninth Circuit. Judge
Fletcher might have been
describing my situationbut in

this case he was speaking of Kevin
Cooper. LWOP would halt the next
execution of an innocent person.
Capital punishment is perfectly
final and fatally flawed.

Before you finalize your position
on capital punishment consider the

words of the American Law
Institute (ALI). The ALI drafted
the model statute for the death

penalty 50 years ago to ensure a

fair death sentence. Even though
their model statute for the death
penalty is being practiced today
last fall the ALI withdrew their
support from the very law they
created.

The ALI stated that the system
they fashioned does not work and
cannot be fixed. The All further
determined that we cannot devise
a death penalty system that will
ensure fairness in process or
outcome-or even that innocent
people will not be executed.

The ALl has over 4,000
members consisting of judges, law
professors and lawyers--
America's preeminent legal
minds. Compelling evidence that
the death penalty is being
administered unjustly.

"Replace the death penalty with a

term of permanentincarceration,
which will serve to protect the
public, provide swift and certain

Barbara Brooks, Sentencing and Justice Reform Advocacy

-1t és My

By Donald Ray Young

justice for victim's families, and
save the state an estimated $1
billion over the next five years."

Business,

This position has been
incorporated into the 2010
California Democratic Party

platform.
In California every execution
cost $250 million. I'n these

difficult times--who is able to pay
the price to execute the over 70
California death

LWOP is legitimate, justified and

0

row prisoners?

necessary to replace capital
punishment on every level. Can
California afford to support this

dysfunctional killing machine?

Executions in California are vig
lethal injection-a' the hands of
anesthesiologist.

As of 15 February 2010 the
American Board ofAnesthesiology
(ABA) has opposedanesthesiologist
involvement in capital punishment
on the grounds that their professio
is dedicated to preserving life whe
there is hope of doing so. Heng¢e
anesthesiologist may not participat
in capital punishment if they wisHh
to be certified by the ABA.

Patients should never confuse th
practice of anesthesiology with th
injection of drugs to cause death
Physicians should not be expecte
to act in ways that violate thg
ethics of medical practiceeven if
these acts are legal.

All major religions oppose capita
punishment or request a moratoriu
on executions due tohigh error
rates-with a consensus that it i
inherently fallible and imperfect)
Most religions find capital
punishment repugnant.

With 139 and counting death ro
prisoners exoneratedand for the
many other innocent death row
prisoners awaiting execution acros
the nation,we must pursue justice
For those who have been victims g

racial and class disparities i
sentencing-we must pursugustice.
For those who have bee
disadvantaged by a public defendg
system that is overburdened an
understaffed-we must pursue
justice.

At least 88 percent of

criminologist verify that the death
penalty is not a deterrent t
homicide (Journal of Criminal Law
and Criminology 2009). Whereas n
evidence has marshaled to indica

alnd

| o S

Furthermore, recognizing the very

- -

crimed LWOP.

real horrors inflicted on victims of
violent crime by individual
criminals, some of whom for

reasons of circumstance or biology
will never be able to safely interact
in the public arena-life
imprisonment without parole.

DONALD RAY YOUNG
P.O. Box E78474

San Quentin State Prison

San Quentin, CA94974
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PAROLE SWEEP (rrom page 4)

members. CDCR launched historic parole re-
forms earlier this year under legislation passed
by the legislature and signed by the Governor
last year. The reforms include a new parole
supervision model which allows parole agents
to focus on high risk parolees by lowering
caseloads from 70 per agent to 48 per agent.
The department has also increased its efforts to
proactively connect parolees with community
resources to help them reintegrate into society
while also stepping up efforts to capture parol-
ees who have absconded from supervision.
Savings from the reforms are providing addi-
tional funding to hire more than 400 additional
agents. The reforms also provide more than $5
million in reallocated funding for California
Parole Apprehension Teams (CPAT) to actively
search and apprehend higbk parole abscond-
ers.

Since CPAT was formed in January as a
result of the parole reforms, the number of pa-
roleesatlarge has realized the fastest and most
dramatic reduction in California history. Not
including the results
operation, CPAT has located or arrested 2,598
paroleesatlarge, including nearly 100 sex
offenders.

D

d

with any persuasiveness that capit
punishment serves as a deterrent

11 Abraham Lincoln

ANear |l y alfl
stand adversity,
but if you want to test a
manos char

him powe

[
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NOT A BLACK or WHITE ISSU

By Carl McQuillion

When it comes to the death penalty and/ora reason;not a legitimate reason, of course, For those of us who are against draconian
life-withoutparole the issues are not black but a reason that could have been circumstanpunishments, it is our task to educate those
andwhite. It is not "“instead of this, let's do tial. against reacting to their own inner vengeful
that." But rehabilitation programs do play a part in emotions and to show them that if we are to
development of personal insight and change,salvage our society against a path of -self
Both the imposition of the death penalty and and let's not discount the very real potential destruction we must elect leaders willing to
the imposition of lifewithout-parole are often that rehabilitation can achieve the reclamation do the right things and to be willing to accept
arbitrary. Throughout California, indeed, of the wayward soul and restore him to the responsibility nationally and all the way
throughout this country, the mindset of the fold of good citizenship. Those who will not down to the individual communities to
people in a particular county or even a par- change can be weeded out and never returnedhange the root causes of violence and crime.
ticular state may be predisposed to deathto a free society. But for the most part, those We have a great deal of work to do, but if
penalties, so it is not always the egregious-who can achieve rehabilitation should not be this work is not done properly, we will see
ness of the crime or crimes with "special foreclosed from restoration of freedom by this country of ours selfiestruct. Just look at
circumstances" that decide life or deatm such a simple premise as the act was commit-other thirdworld countries, their corruption,
some states, or some counties in California, ated, let's throw him or her away. Men and their vices, their violence, their lack of rights
milder crime can result in a death penalty women on death row may very well be sal- and their mockery of justice, and see if that is
while in another county a much more egre- vageable, and the fact they are on death rowwhat we want here in this country. Because
gious crime might result in life with possibil- means nothing, in many cases, except thethat is where we are heading.
ity of parole, or lifewithout. | would venture  prosecutor won. That win may not really
to say that many people end up on death rowreflect the personality and potentiality of the Now that we have the Department of Correc-
now because their crime(s) was so heinous, asndividual defendant. tions andRehabilitation (which, due to the
compared to others, but because of the skill of budget crisis has no teeth/funds for rehabili-
a prosecutor and the willingness of the peoplel would never support a change in the law tation), nonetheless we should not be promot-
of that county sitting on that jury to be in- that converts death penalty sentences to lifeing throwaway people as the only alternative
flamed and persuaded by the eloquence andvithout possibility of parole.That is far too  to elimination of the death penalty. Over the

fire of the prosecutor (and perhaps the incom-simple, and likely unjust. Men and women last three decades we have witnessed a grow-

petence of the defense counsel). who were on death row at one time whoseing harshness in prison policy, a major in-
sentences were converted to fith- creased in the use of lotgrm isolation

Further, it is just as easy to get fiféthout- possibility-of-parole in 1972 and again in cells, loss of programs and activities, and an

parole as it is to get lifevith-possibility of 1976 went on the participate in the rehabilita- emphasis on warehousing with nothing to

parole, and again, there are various factorstion opportunities available at that time and do. The suicide rate has been increasing by

involved, not the least of which is the prose- over the years since. Some have been parolethese policies. Advocating lfeithout as the

cutor, the jury demographics, and even theand gone on to live productive lives, with no only alternative to elimination of the death

background and bias of the presiding indication of violence at all. Few have come penalty is an implicit endorsement of the

judge. Judges are not always neutral; many back to prison. draconian alternative of lonAgrm psycho-

come from prosecutorial backgrounds where logical torture by deprivation of any environ-

the willingness to twist the truth, suppress Death penalty and lifevithout and lifewith ment has keeps us human and psychologi-

evidence that might mitigate or exonerate the sentences are just categories that people areally healthy. Read closely what | have said

defendant, is a daily fare. fit into because of circumstances not entirely in my original response to you and you'll
of their own doing. Their 'classification’ to know what the right approach should be.

Finally, there is the defendant himself or those categories do not define who they are,

herself. Murder offenders rarely commit new in every case, and likely not in most cases. Carl McQuillion

murders, almost never actually, and rarely We should be careful about doing those on McQuillion Paralegal Service

commit new crimes. These are commonly Death Row a "favor" by converting their P O Box 2307

recognized statistics and have been so forsentences to "Life Without."If we wish to ~ Vacaville, CA 95696

decades. The posicarceration decision not eliminate draconian punishments of one sort, (707) 6732007 (tel)

to kill again does not depend on how long the we should not impose another in its place (707) 6732014 (fax)

prisoner served, it could be 9 years to 29 because we think it is something less draco-parolelaw@sbcglobal.net

years. It does not depend on how horrific or nian. What defines an individual is not what

laborious the prison conditions are, or he or she does in a moment of mental chaos

whether there are rehabilitative programs oror viciousness, but how one presents over-

not. The decision not to kill again transcends all. What defines us who deal with unaccept-

all of those dynamics, and it comes from able or horrific acts is whether we are able to

within the individual. Given, there are some see the bigger picture or remain lost in the pit

who are just killers and should never see theof retributive ‘justice’ where we act with a

light of day, but apart from those psychopaths horror not entirely dissimilar to that of the

or sociopaths, most people who kill did so for ones we punish.



http://us.mc1800.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=parolelaw@sbcglobal.net
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DEATH PENALTY FOCUS honors Christine Thomas

"Outstanding Advocate Against the Death Penalty,”
C _hristine | homas acceptance spccch,

Death Fcnaltg Focus Banquct, March 26, 2010

| want to say thank you for this award. | sits the death penalty. nearly 175,000 aggravated assaaehish year.
was stunned when Ellen Eggers called and The people getting the worst of thisbargainSacr ament o6s own Chi ef
asked if | would accept an award from Death are the very ones we should care about theed for the Sacramento Bee stating those
Penalty Focus at t hi snosy ihr3d percemtafrhgmicalés statewidénonmmbers extrapolated out to Sacramento,
of my work to end the death penalty and for remaining unsolved and approaching 50would prevent 22 murders per year and over
prison and sentencing reform. So many percent in our major cities we are spending 1,000 aggravated assaults. Think of that,
people have done this work for Emg. Many  billions of dollars on a sentencing structure 3,000 less families not searching for elusive
of you are in this room. Those of us who that executes a handful of men and women atlosure, not suffering daily from the tragic
continue to do the work today stand on the no increase to public safety, while those loss of the person they love, and thousands
shoulderof giants. family members of victims in unsolved and thousands not trying to survive the
California has over 700 people on death crimes continue to sleep, work and attempt totrauma of an aggravated assault.
row. A few weeks before the end of 2009, the raise their families in the very communities We know exactly how to make this happen.
Los Angeles Times reported that California wher e t heir |l oved onlkadw &nmnfldrrece mentadsnsr e peer
had sentenced 29 people to death in 2009, This is not caring about victims. based strategies on exactly how we meet this
leaving Texasthe state we all like to point our We have a state with 70 percent goal.
finger at, in the dust\nd, before the year was recidivism. A state where a child who has one Preschool-- a child who attends preschool
out, we managed to add an additional two incarcerated parent has a 65 percent chance dfas a 44 percent greater chance of graduating

death sentences to that number. going to prison, and if you are a child in the from high school. Aftesschool programs,

We have thre e decades of failed criminalc ust ody of Cal i f or nitreafcg pro@dms,| athd siplyo haeng tonev e
justice policy in this state. Our prisons are Services, you have a 70 percent chance o6t abl e adult in a chil o
overflowing. We hav e three strikes, juvenile going to prison. Thisis whatwe nowcdle i n a c¢ hi | d 6tlee frdightftrain t@ a n

life without possibility of parole. Think of ficr adl e to pri son/ pippsenaioune Thatadulpdoas Batventdbep o | i «
that! We sentence children. . .Children'to wehad a plan to @A cr pagentaoednot haveto lokiavamity member,u r
spend the rest of their lives in a concrete cages t at e 6 s plarc waould ebe ta shining does not have to have a college degree. They
with no consideration of redemption! We example of success. just have to be stable and consistently there,
have de facto life without possibility of We now pay $250,000 a year for each childand they can make all the difference. We
parole indeterminate life sentences. we send to the California Youth Authority, cannot possibly execute to that kind of

We have men and women who when $50,000 a year per mainline prisoner, and success.
sentenced werld: If you do your time, pay $135,000 per yedor each prisoner on death | ask you, the next time you hear a
your debt and work for rehabilitation, we will row, without any money for our schools, and politician or a district attorney making their
give you another opportunity at freedom and being 48th in the nation in per pupil career by supporting the death penalty, three
life. And yet, after one decade, two decadesspending. strikes,ar guing to deny a n
and three ,we continue to deny them parole. Yet , I aw enf or c e me nparblesafterctheimave spent dbdades in prison,
Not because they have not done the work, butreport  after report on their website look around you and tell everyone you see,
because politicians want to make their ightCrime.org show that if we increased '"That Emperor has no clothes!"
political careers by appearing tough on crime. high school graduation rates by just 10

On the top of that garbage can of failed policy percent, we would prevent 3,000 murders and Thank you so much!

CDCR TOday rections system continues to run safely and of maintaining family and community connec-
efficiently, o said TertriionMwc,Do nvicl ODdo,n adDICR aGhdi.e f

Tuesday, August 24, 2010 Deputy Secretary of Adult Operations. The Labor Day visiting closure will not affect

Visiting On Labor Day To Be Cancelled In California Law establishes five approved scheduled family visiting. Juvenile and contract

State Prisons and Camps holiday visiting days :bedNaziltiesYwdl aemadis unBffegted asl willd e -

pendence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day approved compassionate hospital visits, attorney

Costsaving move is expected to save hundredsand Christmas Day. Labor Day is the least fre- visits and mandated court visits.
of thousands of dollars quented of the five approved holiday visiting
SACRAMENTO'T In response to the State of days. Contact:
Californiads continued JDCR dnt thel proeedss & @ssesding @nd Gerdon Hinkle
fornia Department of Corrections and Rehabili- implementing several loaterm strategies to  Terry Thornton
tation (CDCR) will not have visiting on Labor reduce operational costs. Since fewer people (916) 4454950
Day, Monday, September 6, 2010 in all institu- visit on Labor Day, CDCR plans to initiate a
tions and camps. The visiting closure will save change to state )r/egulations and permanentlyAgszT:ngp ,?AY CDCR_STAR
approximately $325,000. remove Labor Day from the visiting schedule.

Normal visiting will still be held on Saturday Of the current potential fiscal reductions being
and Sunday, September 4, and 5. reviewed, this is the only strategy impacting the

fiBecause of the st at gdtisgprdgeami ous fiscal condi -
tion without a budget in place, we must take this A Despite these chall enges, we continue to
measure to preserve funds and ensure our correcognize the importance of visiting as a means


http://fightcrime.org/
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2010/08/visiting-on-labor-day-to-be-cancelled.html
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2010/08/visiting-on-labor-day-to-be-cancelled.html
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2010/08/visiting-on-labor-day-to-be-cancelled.html
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The Slow March to Justice for Children

www.thecrimereport.org sy sary krisberg, Ph.D.

Monday, May 31st, 2010 5:13 am

Why has it taken a century for America to
mend the flaws in its juvenile justice system?
In an exclusive commentary for The Crime
Report Barry Krisberg,
foremost experts on juvenile justice, calls this
mont hés Supreme Court
lifers in Graham v FI

MESSAGE FROM R.J. DONOVAN THREE-STRIKERS
ATTN: All Prisoners who want 3-Stikes Law AMENDED IN 2012-

(this includes the non-serious/non violent 3-strikers, too!)

This message is for every prisoner, and especially
Wievery nonviolent, nonserious third striker in the
tyCalifornia department of corrections. The time is
heat hand to fight and join in to change this law,

- which has the potential to effect everyone of us.
aWe as inmates can take our destiny into our own
hands and bring about change. We cannot sit back
dike we have been doing and let someone else

consequences of their actions. It was also sho
that the application of the juvenile death pena
was used in a rare and arbitrary manner. T
right-wing talk show hosts had a field day criti
cining dustice fkennkdy.eimpiyingattiashe was
traitor to America.

With dRoperson thenbooksy majnyuot s mssu
tbat & tegal challefige rtoa detencing wouth [iofight our fight.

portant, stepo towar d&WOPmpuldobe inextgto sutceed. Wheyfundae For those who want freedom, it is time to

deal with our most troubled children. mental logic of Roper seems central to the cancome together and gather support from other
Americabs f or e mo sRbscok egitatibnal phallengeots LWOR frryoutht was | inmates, thousands of who are at risk afti3kes,

Pound (18701964), once observed that thenot hard to see that putting a child in prison foralong with our families and friends. Do not be
American juvenile court was the greatest stefthe rest of their life, with no hope of mercy, wds fooled and think that the Threlidge Panel or the
forward in AnglecAmerican law since the arguably as cruel as the death penalty. Parole Board will let you out. You do not see
Magna Carta. He was referring to an ideal of With its May 17 decision irGraham v. Flor- | Lifers getting out now by the release plan and do
justice that was individualized, compassionatéda, the Court took a small but important step not forget that trikers fall under the same

and infused with the value of human redemp{orward by banning the automatic use of LWQP guidelines as the other lifers at the board. They

tion. This was the vision of Jane Addams, Judgéor minors who had not committed a mur- are not going to view you as someone special.

Ben Lindsey and the youth advocates who lobder. The heirs to Jane d d aUnesdyowwart io dig@in grison, hoa bhbuyd

bied to create the juvenile court in lllinois andwondered why it took over a century to figurge start campaigning and donating what you can to
Colorado in 1899. this out. The critics of Justice Kennedy and thethis cause. Put the soups and chips and the brown
Sadly, this ennobling model of justice has beerCourt howled again about the reliance on intgr-down and give for your freedom.

honored more in the breach than in reality. national opinion and standards as one basis| of  What | am proposing is this: There are

The juvenile court system has never had thé¢he decision. This time the Court was able toroughly 4,000 notviolent, nonserious third strik-
resources or widespread political support tanuster a majority, with Justice Roberts ers. Just counting the naiolent, nonserious

achieve its goals. Moreover, some have soughdffering a limited concurrence. But, Justices strikers, if we each donate $10 by Octobel',30

to virtually eliminate the juvenile court by mak- Thomas, Alito, and Scalia expressed their cgn-that would be $40,000. After that, we donate

ing it more like the failed criminal justice sys- tinued support for the harshest possible penalanother $10 by February #%nd that would be

tem. ties. $80,000 to be used toward the initiative process.
Beginning in the mid 1970s and continuing overThe Next Step For those who do not have actual money

the next two decades, the core child protection It now remains to be seen if the logic gf from a job or family member to send you a few
provisions of the juvenile court have been weakRoper and Graham will be further extended fodollars, you need to find some way of earning
ened. Despite the rhetoric about how muclpractices of sending very young children 1o money (sewing, washing, braiding hair, etc). You
America loves its children, this nation allowed prisons for much extended terms. It is hard tocan have the person who you performed the ser-
juveniles as young as 12 years old to receive theee how the same basic legal and philosophiwice for, send the money in for you, or they can
death penalty, until th&hompson v. Oklahoma arguments do not apply to laws that allow mji- give you $10 in stamps to cover the $10 that we

case (1988) limited the application of capital nors to be tried in adult courts without careflil are asking you to send.

punishment to youngsters older than 16. consideration of their s BarbaraBrsoks (nfapGod blessder)jnas v e r
It took several more years for the U.S. Supremgustices system. agreed to put the money aside, accounting for it
Court, inRoper v. Simmong2005), to ban the There is growing evidence that children separately, and at the right time, the money will
death penalty for youth under age 18. Beforelaced in prisons and jails are more likely thanbe used for what is necessary toward the initia-
these decisions, the U.S was virtually the onlyadults to commit suicide, to be subject to rapet i v e . Though right now

civilized nation to put juveniles to death. and that the minors spend more of their confi
Draconian Punishments ment time in segregation. Moreover, there
Despite the progress in limiting the death penmany juveniles sentenced to long prison ter
alty for children, the legal system continued thefor nonlethal behavior, such as conspiracy
practice of sentencing young people to Lifealleged gang involvement. But there is no cre
without the Possibility of Parole (LWOP) or ble research supporting the theory that the
sending minors to prisons for long terms. Theharsh penalties increase public safety. The d
political pressur e t o alsoshow that thehvast magrityhod mirforg @
on crimeodo | ow ground aea sentita prigos are African Americdntan
if we adults could scare off young criminals byL at i no ' a shocking in
showing them how mean and enftcontrol we quest for racial fairness.

were. But there was no research supporting the The slow march to justice for children thg
theory that these draconian punishments prowas spearheaded by Jane Addams and c
duced lower juvenile crime rates. brated by Roscoe Pound has taken a modest
In Roper, Justice Kennedy argued for & 5 forward with Graham v. Florida. We can onl
majority that the juvenile death penalty washope that advocates for humane treatment
cruel and unusual based on a key notion obur children continue the struggle for justice.
ffevol ving standar ds o Barryg Kriskemry,cBhD.0is Euerently i at Destin-
national legal standards that were contrary tguished Senior Fellow and Lecturer in Reg
this bizarre practice and relied on emergingdence at the UCBerkeley School of Law, and
neurological research suggesting that adolesceNnisiting Scholar at John Jay College of Crim
brains were not fully developed, and that adolesnal Justice in New York.

e-need would be, whether a mass mailing, advertis-
reing, a poll or anything else. We are confident it
Swill be used towards the costs to help make the
rinitiative happen. Ms. Brooks strongly hesitated
i-to do this, but after much talking and correspon-
salence, has finally agreed to help in this way. She
atés not doing this for herself, and is not the one
0 askiry flogthe donations. She is just helping us on
dwir guesaits change this law. We at RJD are anx-
didus to beeimvdlved anfhelpiAgroairselves aaddswe

want to ask everyone else to join with us, so we
t can get this task done for once and for all.
ele-  This would be an unprecedented event that
stépmates could contribute to this project. It would
Y make politicians, the public, everyone take notice
fomnd it would make our chances of success greater.

If everyone does his/her part and stop being self-

iish, twe tan truly make a difference. Most of us
i- are in here for getting money. Are we going to let
A ten or twenty dollars stand in our way of free-
- dom? WHAT KIND OF CRIMINALS ARE WE?

| have given you the math and you can see

cents possessed diminished capacity to judge the

that it adds up to

freed


http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=11371923587626073007&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=11371923587626073007&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=16987406842050815187&hl=en&as_sdt=2&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://www.scotuswiki.com/index.php?title=Graham_v._Florida
http://www.scotuswiki.com/index.php?title=Graham_v._Florida
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Letter to the Editor

To the Editor,

| would like to respond to the author of

the (understandably) anonymous letter
in the July issue, and to the thousands
of other inmates who, like him have

been denied treatment for their sex

based offenses.

| am nine years into a 24ear sen-
tence for sexually abusing my own
children. | came to accept a long time
ago that nobody in the prison system is
particularly concerned about the reha-
bilitation of inmates, especially those
with sexbased crimes. Even though
studies consistently show sex offenders
have relatively low recidivism rates
when they receive treatment, most offi-
cials--and even a significant number of
mental health professionakbelieve
these inmates cannot be rehabilitated.
Thats the bad newsheres the good: If
you are willing to take responsibility
for your own rehabilitation, help may
be available in more places than you
realize.

Even though | have not been able
to participate in any official group or
individual therapy, some of the psy-
chologists | have seen have helped me
develop insight into the rationalization
and denial that allowed inc to some-
how think my actions were harmless,
and to deal with the guilt and grief that
overcame me as | began to understand
the profound suffering and loaterm
damage | caused my children.

Sexbased crimes evoke so much
anger, fear, and hysteri@specially in
the media-that it is hard for research-
ers to find funding for the kind of re-
search which can lead to better under-
standing and more effective treatments.
Until that changes, we are left to find
treatment models that parallel our ex-
periences and try to learn what we can
from them.

To that end, | strongly encourage
you to get a copy of Alcoholics Anony-
mous Big Book and read Bob story.
Bob was the founder of AA and the
story of his strugle with alcohol in the
1930s will sound familiar to anyone
who has suffered with a compulsive
destructive behavior. Seeing how de-
nial, rationalization, minimization and
projection (the Four Horsemen of cog-
nitive distortions) enabled him to con-
tinue drinking evenas it destroyed his
life helped me see how similar
thought patterns allowed me to slowly
destroy my family. Thes becausere-

searchers now believe chemical addic- physical and emotional needs in less|

tion and addictive or compulsive be-

Barbara Brooks, Sentencing and Justice Reform Advocacy
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havior are both rooted in the same
part of the brain.

Even after breaking through cog-
nitive distortions and realizing the
harmful effects of our behavior, some
of us still cant seem to stop. In your
letter you said you began your vo-
yeurism again'even though | didn
want to continue. You said you felt
"hopeless and helpless.You were
suffering what researchers call
breakdown in seHregulation, or
problem of volition.

Problems of volition involve the
inability to do what ondntends or the
inability to stop oneself from doing
what one doesot intend or want to

a
a

do. Most people experience occasional

lapses in willpower or disciple that
lead to indulgent or negligent behav-
ior, such as breaking a diet by scarf-
ing down a fast food meal, or failing
to complete an assignment for school
or work. But for certain people, re-
peated cravings lead to an addiction,

which can involve an substance, such
as nicotine, alcohol, or steet drugs, or

it can involve an activity, such as
gambling, shopping, or extremely
risky activities. It can also involve
sexual activities, such as pornogra-
phy, visiting prostitutes, or voyeur-
ism.

According to Rutgers University
professor and textboolauthor Law-
rence A. Pervin, these activities

typically follow a similar pat-

tern consisting of a building

of tension and focusing of

attention on the desired sub-

stance or experience, associ-
ated with a period of struggle
over whether or not to suc-
cumb to the irresistible urge,
and a satisfying of the crav-
ing, followed by a degree of
guilt and a promise to give up
the activity.... These are not
just little vices that the indi-

viduals enjoy. Rather they are
activities filled with excite-

ment, craving, guilt and

shame.

Based on this understanding,
there is a model of therapy called

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT)
which has proven effective in treating
a wide range of activitbased addic-
tions from bulimia to gambling to
smoking. CBT addresses the cognitive
distortions that enable the behavior,
identifies situations thattrigger the
behavior, and helps the individual find
alternative activities thatnet their

destructiveways. CBT is not a cure,

Business,
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but it has proven the moseffective
treatment model for sexual addictions.
of Cc 0 u r ase ,not saméthing you
can teach yourself.

What you can do oryour own is
investigate and address other underly-
ing issues that may have indirectly
contributed toyour criminal behavior.

In addition to substance abuse and the
Four Horsemen, many sex offenders
have deepseated anger and control
issues. Just because you doyell or
become violent when things dango
your way doesm mean you don't get
angry. You may swallow your anger
and frustration, leaving it to fester
and eventually seep out in unexpected
ways. Anger management classes can
help you explore these issues.

Another major deficit shared by
most sex offenders is an often patho-
logical lack of empathy. Empathy is
the ability to correctly sense what an-
ot her person is fee
often called victim awareness, andsit
crucial to longterm recovery. There
are a number of classes that teach com-
munication skills to enhance your abil-
ity to relate to bothyour own feelings
and the feelings of others. | castress
enough how enlightening the Alterna-
tives to Violence Project (AVP) and
Non-Violent Communication programs
have been for me.

Rehabilitation is a dirty word in
CDCR because politicianknow they
can still score points with voters by
appearing to be'tough on crime."
Thats why politicians have not abdi-
cated any meaningful reform of the
prison system to the courts. So, unfor-
tunately, | dort see any prospects for
treatment for sex offenders without
significant pressure from the courts.
Until then, our rehabilitation is up to
us.

Johnathan Robertpseudonym]

DISABILITY RIGHTS
- EDUCATION -
& DEFENSE'FUND,
2212 6w St,
‘Berkeley, CA 94710

Provides - basic- information
about disability rights laws and
referrals ~to prisoners in

California. Write-for materials.
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